CHAPTER    IV
CHINA CHALLENGED BY EAST LONDON
within ten weeks of the memorable drawing-room meeting
in Dublin, Barnardo found himself established in Goburn
Street, East London, training for missionary endeavour
among the Chinese. On setting forth from Dublin he carried
letters of introduction both from the Open Brethren and the
Y.M.G.A., commending him to fellowship among Christian
workers in London. And although his missionary curriculum
was exacting, he nevertheless found time to embark im-
mediately on Christian service in East London. Was not
the world God's vineyard? How, later, could he minister
faithfully in China if, meanwhile, he closed the bowels of
his compassion to the needs of East London? Such was the
logic of his position, and he took it to heart. Scarcely had
he discovered his new landmarks when he discovered also
the location of Ernest Street Ragged School; and to its
staff he at once volunteered his aid.
Of the academic side of Barnardo's first months in
London, scant record remains. One point, nevertheless,
stands out. When he left Dublin he left solely to train as
an Evangelical missionary, the idea of studying medicine
never entering his mind. His purpose was to take two or
three years3 training in Bible subjects, and then set forth
to China. But of the practical side of those early days the
evidence, from the start, is clear. Into his Ragged School
endeavours he threw himself with zest; and so great was
his power over rough lads that in a few weeks he was urged
to accept the superintendency of the institution. This he
did, with results indicating that he had his own ideas as
to how a Ragged School should be run. So, as later will
appear, it was not long before his aggressive—perhaps
imperious—innovations, conflicted with the conservative
procedure of his colleagues; and chafing under their yoke

